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"We look, therefore, to the English lan-
guage and to the Vernacular languages of
India together as the media for the diffusion
of European knowledge, and it is our desire
to see them cultivated together."1

The aim of the Directors was dear. It was
never their intention to substitute English for
the Vernacular dialects. They wished to cultivate
a bilingual system for those pupils for whom
English was regarded as necessary, and gradually
to develop the vernacular schools up to the level
of those in which the medium was English.2

This sound and excellent policy of the Des-
patch was, however, never given a chance. The
Indian languages were not given any encourage-
ment for a long time to come, with the result that
the languages spoken and understood by the
masses continued to languish.3

1 Despatch from the Court of Directors  of the  East
Indian Company to   the   Governor   General   of India  in
Council (No. 49, dated  i9th July,  1854, Paras. 13-14) m
Selections from 'Educational Records, Part II, pp. 367-68.
2 Report of the Calcutta   University  Commission\   1917-19,.
Vol. II, Part I, p. 233.
8 Syed Nurullah and   J. P. Naik, History  of "Education
in India, p.  174.